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Caravan Attributes

Choosing the right caravan for your family involves considering several factors to ensure it
meets your needs and preferences. Here's a guide to help you make the best choice:

1. Determine Your Budget
[1 Setyour budget, including the cost of the caravan, insurance, maintenance, and any
extras (e.g., towing equipment or accessories).
[0 Decide if you want to buy new or used.

2. Family Size and Sleeping Arrangements
[1 Countthe number of people who will regularly use the caravan.
1 Look for a layout with sufficient beds or sleeping areas.
o For families with kids: Consider caravans with bunk beds or convertible
seating/dining areas.
o For couples: A smaller layout with a fixed double bed may suffice.

3. Decide on the Layout
[ Visit caravan retailers in person to experience various layouts.
1 Think about kitchen and bathroom facilities, seating areas, and storage.
1 Lookfor:
o Aspacious dining area for meals.
o Akitchen with adequate cooking and refrigeration options.
o Abathroom, if needed, or whether you’re comfortable using campsite facilities.

4. Towing Capacity
[ Check out our tow vehicle’s checklist for information on matching the right vehicle to
your caravan.
[1 Use resources like a towing calculator to verify compatibility between your car and the
caravan when the caravan is fully loaded, for example, the water tanks, cupboards, gas
bottles and battery bank is fully loaded.

5. Assess Your Caravan
[1 Checkthe caravan's Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) or Aggregate Trailer Mass (ATM).
[1 Ensure the caravan’s tow ball download (typically 10-15% of its weight) is compatible
with the vehicle.
[1 Check out our storage checklist for thoughts on matching your caravan to the storage
location.

6. Weight and Size
[1 Consider the caravan’s weight and size:
o Lightweight caravans are easier to tow and may save on fuel costs.
o Alarger caravan offers more space but might require a more powerful towing
vehicle.
o Checkout our tow vehicle checklist for more information.

7. Climate and Usage
0 Think about where and when you plan to use the caravan:
o Insulated caravans and heating systems for winter travel.
o Air conditioning or good ventilation for warm climates.
[1 Off-road caravans if you plan to explore rugged terrains.
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8. Features and Extras
[ List essential features for your family:
o Built-in entertainment (e.g., TV, speakers).
o Solar panels or a generator for off-grid travel.
1 Outdoor awning for additional space.

9. New vs. Used
[1 New Caravans: Modern designs, warranties, and customisation options but more
expensive. (check out our new caravan checklist for more information)
[1 Used Caravans: Cheaper upfront but inspect thoroughly for wear, damage, or
dampness. (check out our used caravan checklist for more information)

10. Visit Caravan Shows or Dealerships
[J Attend caravan shows to see a wide variety of models.
[J Take time to sit in and experience the space of different caravans.

11. Test Tow and Inspect
[1 Testtowing the caravan to ensure it feels stable.
[0 Have a professional inspection done, especially for used caravans.

12. Future Proofing

[1 Consider your family’s future needs (e.g., growing kids or potential new hobbies).
[0 Choose a caravan that allows some flexibility.
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